MESSRS. BLANCHFIELD AND BYRNE. 



COPY 

OF THE 



Record of Conviction and Judgment thereon, of Messrs. Blanchfield & Byrne, 
at the Lent Assizes for the County of Kilkenny. 



Kilkenny Assizes, 1831. 



The King against Blanchfield and Byrne. 



County of Kilkenny \ BE IT REMEMBERED, That at a General Assizes and General 
'loMit. J G ao ] Delivery and Session of Oyer and Terminer, held at 
Kilkenny , in and for said County of Kilkenny, on Thursday the Seventeenth day 
of March, in the first year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, 
by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, 
Defender of the Faith, and so forth, and in the year of our Lord One thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-one, before the Honourable Robert Torrens, Fourth 
Justice of His Majesty’s Court of Common Pleas, and the Honourable John 
Leslie Foster, Fourth Baron of His Majesty’s Court of Exchequer, in that part of 
the said United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called Ireland, Justices 
and Commissioners of our said Lord the King assigned, and each of them assigned, 
to take all the Assizes, Juries, Recognitions and Certificates before whatever Justices 
arraigned, and also assigned to hear, examine, discuss and determine all and sin- 
gular treasons, murders, homicides, burnings, robberies, felonies, and all other 
crimes, contempts, evil doings, offences and injuries whatsoever, by whomsoever 
done, committed or perpetrated within the said county ; ancl also assigned from 
time to time to deliver the Gaol of our said Lord the King of the said County of 
Kilkenny of the several Prisoners and Malefactors therein being, by virtue of 
Letters Patent of our said Lord the King under the Great Seal of that part of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called Ireland, bearing date at 
Dublin, the Sixteenth day of February in the first year of the reign of our 
Sovereign Lord the King to them the said Robert Torrens and John Leslie Foster, 
and others their brethren directed, upon the Oath of the Honourable Pierce 
Butler, Sir Nicholas Loftus, Baronet, Sir Josiah Coghill Coghill, Baronet, William 
Fownes Tighe, John Flood, Henry Weyms, William Bayly, John Power, Junior, 
William Morris Reade, Harvey Pratt, Joseph Greene, Thomas Neville, John 
Greene, John Baker, William Newport, Robert Butler Bryan, Thomas Esmonde 
Lalor, Pooley Abel Warren, Thomas Truelock Bookey, Robert St. George, Peter 
Connellan, Arthur St. George, and William Stannard, Esquires, good and 
lawful men of the body of the said County, then and there impanelled, sworn 
and charged to inquire on behalf of our said Lord the King and the 
body of the said County of Kilkenny ; It is presented in manner and form 
following, that is to say, County of Kilkenny to wit : The Jurors of our 
Lord the King, upon their Oath do say and present, that Patrick Blanchfield, 
late of Clifden in the County of Kilkenny, Yeoman, Anthony Byrne, late ol 
Clara, in the County of Kilkenny aforesaid, Yeoman, with many other evil 
disposed persons ?md disturbers of the peace of our said Lord the King, whose 
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names the Jurors aforesaid are ignorant of, on the Thirtieth day ot December, in 
the first year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, by the 
Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, 
Defender of the Faith, and so forth, with force and arms, that is to say, with 
swords, sticks and so forth, at Burnchurch, in the said County of Kilkenny, did 
unlawfully and tumultuously assemble and associate themselves together, to the 
terror of His Majesty’s subjects ; and the said persons being then and there so 
.unlawfully and tumultuously assembled and associated, as aforesaid, did then and 
there disturb the public peace, contrary to the peace of our said Lord the King, 
His Crown and Dignity: And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do 
further say and present, that the said Patrick Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne, 
with many other evil-disposed persons and disturbers of the peace of our said 
Lord the King, whose names the Jurors aforesaid arc ignorant of, on the Thirtieth 
day of December, in the first year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William 
the Fourth, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, with force aiid arms, that is 
to say, with swords, sticks and so forth, at Burnchurch, in the said County of 
Kilkenny, did riotously, routously and unlawfully assemble and associate them- 
selves together, and the said persons being then and there so riotously, routously 
and unlawfully assembled and associated as aforesaid, did then and there make a 
great affray, contrary to the peace of our said Lord the King, his Crown and Dig- 
nity ; and thereupon, the Sheriff of the said County is commanded that be omit 
not, and so forth, but that he take the said Patrick Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne, 
to answer and so forth ; and afterwards at a General Assizes and General Gaol 
Delivery held at Kilkenny in and for said County, on Thursday the Eighteenth 
day of July, in the second year of the reign of our said Lord the King, and in the 
year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and thirty-one, before the Right 
Honourable Charles Kendal Bushe, Chief Justice of His Majesty’s Court of Chief 
Place in Ireland, and -.the Honourable William Johnson, Third Justice of His 
Majesty’s Court of Common Pleas in Ireland, Justices and Commissioners of our 
said Lord the King, assigned by Letters Patent of our said Lord the King under 
the Great Seal of that part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
called Ireland, bearing date at Dublin, the Twenty-second day of June, in the 
second year of the reign of our said Lord the King, (to them the said Right 
Honourable Charles Kendal Bushe and the Honourable William Johnson and others 
their brethren directed,) to take all the Assizes, Juries, Recognitions and Certi- 
ficates before whatsoever Justices arraigned, and also assigned to hear, examine, 
discuss and determine all and singular treasons, murders, homicides, burnings, rob- 
beries, felonies, extortions, oppressions, crimes, contempts, offences, evil doings and 
causes whatsoever, by whomsoever done committed or perpetrated within the said 
County, come the said Patrick Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne in their proper 
persons, and having heard the said Indictment read, severally say they are Not 
Guilty of the premises in the said Indictment specified and charged against 
them, and thereof put themselves upon the Country ; and Arthur Hill Cornwallis 
Pollock, Clerk of the Crown of the said County, who, for our said Lord the 
King in this behalf, prosecutes, doth the like ; therefore the Sheriff of the said 
County is commanded that he omit not, by reason of any liberty in his Bailiwick, 
but that he cause to come before the Justices and Commissioners last aforesaid, 
Twelve honest and lawful Men of the body of the said County, duly qualified by 
law in that behalf, by whom the truth of the matter may be the better known, and 
who are of no affinity to the said Patrick Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne, to try 
upon their Oath whether the said Patrick Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne, or 
either of them, be Guilty of the premises in the Indictment aforesaid specied and 
charged upon them as aforesaid, because as well the said Patrick Blanchfield and 
Anthony Byrne as the. said Arthur Hill Cornwallis Pollock, Clerk of the Crown 
of our said Lord the King, who for our said Lord the King in this behalf pro- 
secutes, have put themselves thereof upon that Jury, and the Jurors of the said 
Jury, by William Bayly, Esquire, Sheriff of the said County, for this matter 
impanelled and returned, to wit, Robert Neville, Sydenham Davis, William Henry 
Hunt, Thomas H. Ball, Ambrose Shearman, John Handy, Edward Burnet, John 
Bryan, lhomas Warring, John Davis, Simon Blackmore and Thomas Baly, good 
and lawful men of the body of the said County, being called, come, who being chosen, 
tried and sworn to speak the truth of and upon the premises in the Indictment 
aforesaid above specified, do, upon their Qath, say, that they the said Patrick 
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Blanch field and Anthony Byrne, are, and that each of them is, Guilty of the pre- 
mises aforesaid, in the first Count of the Indictment aforesaid, above specified and 
charged upon them, in manner and form as by the said first Count of said Indict- 
ment is above charged upon them, and of the affray in the second Count of the 
Indictment aforesaid above specified and charged, do, upon their Oaths, say, that 
the said Patrick Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne are not, nor is either of them, 
Guilty of the premises aforesaid in said second Count of said Indictment above 
specified and charged, in manner and form as they the said Patrick Blanchfield 
and Anthony Byrne, for themselves, above by their plea have severally alleged, 
nor did they withdraw themselves, nor did either of them withdraw himself, upon 
that occasion. 

(A true Copy.) (Ex d ) William Curtis , D. C. C. 

N. B . — No Sentence was pronounced on this conviction ; said Patrick 
Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne having been at same time convicted and 
sentenced in another Number ; an attested Copy of which Conviction is now 
furnished. 

William Curtis, D. C. C. 



Kilkenny Assizes, 1831. 



The King against Blanchfield and Byrne. 



County of Kilkenny, 1 BE IT REMEMBERED, That at a General Assizes and 
To Wit. J General Gaol Delivery and Session of Oyer and Terminer, held 
at Kilkenny, in and for the said County of Kilkenny, on Thursday the Seventeenth 
day of March, in the first year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the 
Fourth, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, and in the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and thirty-one, before the Honourable Robert 
Torrens, Fourth Justice of His Majesty’s Court of Common Pleas, and the 
Honourable John Leslie Foster, Fourth Baron of His Majesty’s Court of Exche- 
quer, in that part of the said United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called 
Ireland, Justices and Commissioners of our said Lord the King, assigned, and 
each of them assigned, to take all the Assizes, Juries, Recognitions and Certifi- 
cates before whatsoever Justices arraigned, and also assigned to hear and 
examine, discuss and determine all and singular treasons, murders, homicides, 
burnings, robberies, felonies, and all other crimes, contempts, evil doings, offences 
and injuries whatsoever, by whomsoever done, committed or perpetrated within 
the said County, and also assigned from time to time to deliver the Gaol of our 
said Lord the King of the said County of Kilkenny, of the several Prisoners and 
Malefactors therein being, by virtue of Letters Patent of our said Lord the King, 
under the Great Seal of that part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland called Ireland, bearing date at Dublin, the Sixteenth day of February, in 
the said first year of the reign of our said Sovereign Lord the King, to them the 
said Robert Torrens and John Leslie Foster, and others their brethren directed, 
upon the Oath of the Honourable Pierce Butler, Sir Nicholas Loftus, Baronet, 
Sir Josiah Coghill Coghill, Baronet, William Fownes Tiglie, John Flood, Henry 
Weyms, William Bayly, John Power, Junior, William Morris Reade, Harvey 
Pratt, Joseph Greene, Thomas Neville, John Greene, John Baker, William 
Newport, Robert Butler Bryan, Thomas Edmond Lalor, Pooley Abel Warren, 
Thomas Truelock Bookey, Robert St. George, Peter Connellan, Arthur St. 
George, and William Stannard, Esquires, good and lawful men of the body of the 
said County, then and there impanelled, sworn and charged to inquire on behalf 
of our said Lord the King and the body of the said County of Kilkenny ; It is 
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presented in maimer and form following; that i.s to say, County of Kilkenny, 
to wit : The Jurors of our Lord the King, upon their Oath, do say and present, 
that Patrick Blanchfield, late of Clifden. in the County of Kilkenny, \ eoman, 
Anthony Byrne , late of the same place, Yeoman, and divers others to the Jurors 
aforesaid unknown, and being evil-disposed persons, on the thirtieth day of 
December, in the first year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, 
by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, 
Defender of the Faith, and so forth, with force of arms, that is to say, with swords, 
staves, and so forth, at Burnclmrch, in the County of Kilkenny aforesaid, did 
amongst themselves conspire, combine, confederate and agree together unlawfully 
to compel the Reverend Richard Butler, Vicar of the Parish of Burnclmrch, to 
reduce the amount or rate of Tithes payable to him the said Reverend Richard 
Butler as Vicar of the said Parish of Burnchurch ; and that in pursuance of 
said Conspiracy the said Patrick Blanchficld, Anthony Byrne, and said others 
to the Jurors aforesaid unknown, unlawfully and tumultuously did assemble 
and meet together, on the day and year aforesaid, at Burnchurch, in the County 
of Kilkenny aforesaid, and by threats and menaces did endeavour to compel the 
said Reverend Richard Butler to reduce or lower the amount or rate of Tithes 
lawfully payable to him as Vicar of the Parish of Burnchurch aforesaid, against 
the peace of our said Lord the King, His Crown and Dignity ; and the Jurors 
aforesaid, upon their Oath aforesaid, do further say and present, that the said 
Patrick Blanchfield, Anthony Byrne, and said others to the Jurors aforesaid 
unknown, on the day and year aforesaid, at Burnchurch aforesaid, in the 
County of Kilkenny aforesaid, did amongst themselves conspire, combine, confe- 
derate and agree together unlawfully to injure the said Reverend Richard Butler 
in his property, by compelling him to reduce the amount or rate of Tithes payable 
to him the said Reverend Richard Butler, as Vicar of the Parish of Burnchurch 
aforesaid ; and that in pursuance of the said Conspiracy, the said Patrick 
Blanchfield, Anthony Byrne and said others to the Jurors aforesaid unknown, un- 
lawfully and tumultuously did assemble and meet together on the day and year 
aforesaid, at Burnchurch, in the County of Kilkenny aforesaid, and by threats and 
menaces did endeavour to compel him the said Reverend Richard Butler to 
reduce or lower the amount or rate of Tithes lawfully payable to him as Vicar of 
the Parish of Burnchurch aforesaid, against the peace of our said Lord the King, 
His Ci'own and Dignity ; and thereupon the Sheriff of the said County is com- 
manded that he omit not, and so forth, but that he take the said Patrick Blanchfield 
and Anthony Byrne to answer, and so forth: And afterwards, at a General Assizes 
and General Gaol Delivery held at Kilkenny, in and for said County, on Thurs- 
day the Eighteenth day of July in the second year of the reign of our said Lord 
the King, and in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
one, before the Right Honourable Charles Kendal Bushe, Chief Justice of Ilis 
Majesty’s Court of Chief Place in Ireland, and the Honourable William Johnson, 
Third Justice of His Majesty’s Court of Common Pleas in Ireland, Justices and 
Commissioners of our said Lord the King, assigned by Letters Patent of our said 
Lord the King, under the Great Seal of that part of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland called Ireland, bearing date at Dublin the Twenty-second day 
of June in the second year of the reign of our said Lord the King, (to them the 
Said Right Honourable Charles Kendal Bushe and the Honourable William 
Johnson and others their brethren directed,) to take all the Assizes, Juries, Recog- 
nitions and Certificates before whatsoever Justices arraigned, and also assigned to 
hear, examine, discuss and determine all and singular treasons, murders, homi- 
cides, burnings, robberies, felonies, extortions, oppressions, crimes, contempts, 
offences, evil doings and causes whatsoever, by whomsoever done, committed 
or perpetrated, within the said County, come the said Patrick Blanchfield and 
Anthony Byrne in their proper persons, and having heard the said Indictment 
read, severally say they are Not Guilty of the premises in the said Indictment 
specified and charged against them, and thereof put themselves upon the Country ; 
and Arthur Hill Cornwallis Pollock, Clerk of the Crown of the said County, who 
for opr said Lord the King in this behalf prosecutes, doth the like ; therefore the 
Sheriff of the said County is commanded that he omit not by reason of any 
Liberty in his Bailiwick, but that he cause to come before the Justices and Com- 
missioners last aforesaid, Twelve honest and lawful Men of the body of the said 
County, duly qualified, by laiv in that behalf, by whom the truth of the matter may 
be the better known) and who are of no affinity to the said Patrick Blanchfield 
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and Anthony Byrne, to try upon their Oath, whether the said Patrick Blanchfield 
and Anthony Byrne, or either of them, be Guilty of the premises in the Indictment 
aforesaid specified and charged upon them as aforesaid ; because as well the said 
Patrick Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne, as the said Arthur Hill Cornwallis 
Pollock, Clerk of the Crown of our said Lord the King, who for our said Lord the 
King in this behalf prosecutes, have put themselves thereof upon that Jury ; and 
the Jurors of the said Jury, by William Bayly, Esquire, Sheriff for the said 
County, for this matter impanelled and returned, to wit, Robert Neville, Sydenham 
Davis, William Henry Hunt, Thomas H. Ball, Ambrose Shearman, John Handy, 
Edward Burnett, John Bryan, Thomas Warring, John Davis, Simon Blackmore, 
and Thomas Bayly, good and lawful men of the body of the said County, being 
called, come, who being chosen, tried and sworn to speak the truth of and upon 
the premises in the Indictment aforesaid above specified, do upon their oath say, 
that they the said Patrick Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne are, and that each of 
them is. Guilty of the premises aforesaid, in the Indictment aforesaid, above spe- 
cified and charged upon them, in manner and form as by the said Indictment is 
above charged upon them, whereupon all and singular the premises aforesaid 
been seen and by the Court here fully understood, It is considered by the Court 
here that each of them the said Patrick Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne, for the 
Offence aforesaid, in the Indictment aforesaid, above specified, do pay a fine of 
Fifty Pounds to the use of our said Lord the King, and that each of them the 
said Patrick Blanchfield and Anthony Byrne be imprisoned in the Gaol of the 
said County for the space of Twelve Calendar Months, and thereupon they are 
committed to the custody of the said Sheriff and so forth. 

(A true Copy.) (Ex d ) William Curtis , D. C. C. 
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